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Introduction

As the special exhibit in 2019, we held “Dreaming of living in the sea ~ fish and my
mysterious home”. The theme of this exhibit is “Home” and we intended to encourage
people to feel closeness and awareness of living things through their homes and lifestyles.
Therefore, we aimed to the “interactive” exhibit that visitors can feel it freely by each
sensitivity, rather than an educational method to explain ecology like a pictorial book.

This exhibit starts with the letter to visitor at the entrance as if reading further in the
story, then finally, the constitution of exhibit ends with another letter to complete a story.

In the dim exhibit, there are curtains of several length and the lightings installed



effectively. Above the aquarium of creatures, “word” carved on acrylic boards were
displayed and the space like being in “Dreaming of living in the sea” was created. And
there are many benches, so that visitors can enjoy at ease.
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Introduction

Since 2016, Kaiyukan has been planning and holding “Odekake school” several times
a year. It started with our hope that people who have few opportunities to contact with
nature, can participate easily and have a chance to think about the importance of nature.
Our care-takers accompany this school, so they can deliver how to enjoy and fun of nature
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to participants by their original viewpoint. This is a great different point from a general
sightseeing tour. The capacity is about 20 to 40 persons every time (varies according to
the program contents) and participants varies from a family including infant and primary
schoolchild to solo participant of adult who is interested in nature. The program themes
which have been held mainly in the Ise-Shima region surrounded by rich sea and nature,
were such as Finless Porpoise watching, Jelly fish collecting and experience of set net
fishery on fishing boats. In this article, we introduce “Odekake school” which was held
first time at Iburi, Tosa-Shimizu city as hometown of whale sharks in 3 days and 2 nights
from July 28th to 30th, 2018.
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Renovation of ‘“Antarctica exhibit”
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Introduction

Kaiyukan will reach the 30th opening anniversary in 2020. Then, we decided to review
and improve each exhibit and to renovate the Antarctica exhibit from the middle of
November, 2018 to the end of March, 2019. Since the opening, we had not conducted a
large-scale renovation and this was the first renovation with the exhibit closing. In this
article, we report on the details of renewal and also introduce the events we held at the

same time.
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Introduction

On July 20th, 2020, Kaiyukan will celebrate the 30th birthday (the 30th opening anniversary).
Osaka Waterfront Development Co. Ltd.(now, Osaka Aquarium Kaiyukan Co, Ltd.) which
created Kaiyukan, was established on April 8th, 1988 and Kaiyukan opened safely in 2
years and 3 months like a raging billows. The exhibit concept is “All organisms and their
inorganic surroundings on Earth are closely integrated to form a single and self-regulating
complex system” based on Gaia hypothesis and the theme is “Ring of fire” and “Ring of
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life”. We recreated the natural environment and exhibit various creatures in there.

Looking back on 30-years, at the end of “Showa” Kaiyukan’s concept and plan started
and was born and grew up in “Heisei”. Reaching “Reiwa”, I feel that the question is
whether it has matured or not. In this article, I look back on the path Kaiyukan has taken
together with various topics. Based on the knowledge and ideas that we gained from
each experience, | have considered “What we can do” for sustainable evolution of the
Kaiyukan in the next 30 years.
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